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This international search report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following 

reasons: 

| | Claims Nos : 

because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely: 
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Claims Nos : 



because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to 
such an extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically: 



3. [ ] Claims Nos: 

because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 
6.4(a) 
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This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows: 
See Supplemental Box. 



1. fx~| As al1 required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all 
searchable claims 

2. I I As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, this Authority did not invite 
payment of any additional fee. 

3. I I As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search 
' report covers only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.: 



4. I I No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report 
is restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.: 
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Supplemental Box 

(To be used when the space in any of Boxes 1 to VHI is not sufficient) . . 

Continuation of Box No: II 

The international application does not comply with the requirements of unity of invention because it does not relate to 
one invention or to a group of inventions so linked as to form a single general inventive concept. In coming to this 
conclusion the International Searching Authority has found that, a priori, there are two inventions: 

1 . Claims 1 to 3 1 and 34 to 38 are directed to an identifier comprising at least two machine readable components, 
wherein at least one component is capable of changing in response to a stimulus. It is considered that a change 
in a component in response to a stimulus comprises a first "special technical feature". 

2. Claims 32 and 33 are directed to an identifier formed by applying a light coloured material over a dark 
coloured surface such that gaps in the light coloured material form a machine readable code. It is considered 
that the overlaying of the different coloured materials to form a code comprises a second "special technical 
feature". 

Since the abovementioned groups of claims do not share any of the technical features identified, a technical 
relationship" between the inventions, as defined in PCT rule 13.2 does not exist. Accordingly the international 
application does not relate to one invention or to a single inventive concept, a priori. As the search for the second 
invention required more than a little additional search effort over that for the first invention, an additional search fee is 
warranted. 

Furthermore, the International Searching Authority has identified that there are several other inventions within the first 
main invention listed above. These inventions have been searched without extra charge. The different inventions are as 
follows: 

la. Claim 10 is directed to an identifier wherein the stimulus is a change in temperature, 
lb. Claim 1 1 is directed to an identifier wherein the stimulus is a change in pressure, 
lc. Claim 12 is directed to an identifier wherein the stimulus is a change in electric current. 
Id. Claim 13 is directed to an identifier wherein the stimulus is a change in electromagnetic field, 
le. Claim 14 is directed to an identifier wherein the stimulus is a change in light. 
If. Claim 15 is directed to an identifier wherein the stimulus is a change in chemical composition, 
lg. Claim 16 is directed to an identifier wherein the stimulus is exposure to certain gases or vapours, 
lh. Claim 17 is directed to an identifier wherein the stimulus is exposure to certain liquids, emulsions or slurries, 
li. Claim 1 8 is directed to an identifier wherein the stimulus is exposure to certain solids, 
lj. Claim 19 is directed to an identifier wherein the stimulus is a change in time or an indirect consequence of a 
change in time. 

These groups are not so linked as to form a single general inventive concept, that is, they do not have any common 
inventive features, which define a contribution over the prior art. It is considered that identifiers responding to the 
different stimuli as listed above, all constitute different inventive concepts. The common concept linking together 
these groups of claims is an identifier as claimed in claim I. However, this concept is not novel in the light of many 
patent documents (see for example any of the documents cited against claim 1 in Box C Documents considered to be 
relevant'). Therefore these claims lack unity a posteriori. 
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